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The days are getting longer and the weather is getting nicer.  This can only mean that spring is getting near.  There is no better time to start spring cleaning.  Did you know that cleaning will also make your home more energy efficient? When appliances and heating/cooling unites are well maintained they do not work as hard or as long.
Dirty filters on a cooling unit cause dirt and lint to collect on the blower wheels and inside the coils, which reduces the cooling capacity and humidity controls.  Also, keep outside coils free of leaves, grass clippings, sticks and other debris.  Clogged coils can cause Freon pressure to increase and reduces the life of your compressor.  

While washing windows, check for a draft.  If you feel cool air coming through, be sure to seal those cracks with caulking or weather-stripping.  You also want to check for any leaking faucets, especially hot water faucets.  A leaking hot water faucet will cause your hot water heater to run continuously, so be sure to replace them.

Now is a great time to pull all of your appliances away from their locations and thoroughly clean around that area.  Be sure to keep the coils on your appliances clean to insure that they run efficiently.

It is a good idea to make a regular maintenance and cleaning schedule for major appliances, water heater and heating/cooling unit in your home.

If you would like to do more research on energy efficiency, read Understanding and Reducing Your Home Electric Bill by Richard L. Hepburn.
Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751.

