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Recently a member inquired about the energy efficiency difference between a natural gas and electric hot water heater.  The following statistics are based on the national average, and does not indicate personal variances such as the age of the equipment or energy cost.
The energy efficiency of a water heater is determined by its energy factor (EF) rating.  The EF rating on a 64 gallon water heater tank is based on the overall efficiency of 64 gallons of hot water used per day.  The first national appliance efficiency standards for water heaters took effect in 1990.  New standards, which took effect in January 2004, increased the minimum efficiency levels of water heaters.  Therefore, you should consider the year you purchased your water heater.  If your model is older than these regulation dates, it may be more economical for you to purchase a new more energy efficient model.

The most energy efficient natural gas water heaters have energy factor ratings ranging between .60 to .65.  An electric hot water heater has a higher energy factor ranging from .92 to .95.  This means that 92-95% of the heat used to warm the water remains when the water comes out of the facet.  An electric water heater is more energy efficient than a natural gas water heater.  Remember the higher the energy factor rating the more energy efficient the appliance will be and the more money you will save in the long run. 
Keep in mind, water heating cost will vary depending on your energy supplier’s rates.  Pointe Coupee Electric is proud to announce that our members pay less per kilowatt hour than all the other electric supplier’s customers in our tri-parish area.  Also, with the current trend of increasing natural gas prices, electricity is becoming the more economical way of heating in homes.

If you would like to do more research on energy efficiency of hot water heaters, visit www.eere.energy.gov.  Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751.

