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You may have recently noticed that your energy cost have been on an incline.  There are several contributing factors to these recent escalations.
1. Higher Fuel Cost- Fuel used to generate electricity (coal, natural gas and oil) is getting more expensive.  Unfair pricing practices by railroads can make the cost of shipping coal more expensive than the coal itself.

2. Rising Demand-Economic growth in the U.S. and overseas (e.g., China) has increased the demand for energy.

3. Aging Grid-Some area transmission grids are outdated, limiting capacity and reducing the supply of electricity even more.

4. Regulations-Government regulations often require costly changes for compliance.

As your electric cooperative, we want you to know that we are in this together.  Pointe Coupee Electric is working together with Louisiana Generating to increase electric supply.  Louisiana Generating is considering a fourth unit at Big Cajun II that will be more environment friendly and energy efficient.    We are also investing in new technology to improve efficiency and reliability.  Pointe Coupee Electric is also monitoring the cost effectiveness of alternative energy options.
There are several ways in which you the consumer can help to control these rising costs.  First, you need to be mindful of energy efficient practices and implement them in your home or office.  By conserving energy you will lower your energy bill as well as reduce the demand for energy.  You can also get involved by talking to your friends and family about the reasons for rising electricity cost.  We encourage you to attend our annual meetings because you have a voice in how we operate and are part of the decision making process.  You can also become involved on a political level.  Our elected officials want to hear from you, their constituents.

As always, our objective is to deliver reliable electricity at the lowest possible cost.  We are working to hold down rate increases as long as possible.  Electric cooperatives, like Pointe Coupee Electric, are not-for-profit organizations run by people from our community.  Co-op members elect our board of directors and have a voice in how we operate.
If you would like to do more research on energy efficiency or cooperatives, visit www.nreca.coop.
Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751.

