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Don’t Spend All Your Shopping Money on Holiday Lighting

By: Addie Armato

Hanging holiday lights is a very popular tradition, which always reminds me of the movie, National Lampoons Christmas Vacation.  In one of the most comical scenes, Clark Griswold decorates the entire exterior of his home with holiday lights forcing a citywide black out.  Amid my tears of laughter, all I can think is, “I’m glad I don’t have to pay his electric bill.”


But did you know, a common misconception is that increased power consumption only comes from holiday lights?  When in fact, it also comes from increased use in appliances, heaters and furnaces.  Before you start hanging those holiday lights, keep in mind these energy efficiency tips:

1. Large traditional Christmas lights use 5 or 7-watt bulbs.  Whenever possible choose the more efficient 5-watt bulb strings, and replace burnt 7-watt bulbs with 5-watt replacements.

2. If you are buying new lights, decorate with energy-efficient mini-lights rather than larger, old-fashioned lights.  Mini-lights use about 0.35 watts per bulb.

3. When choosing the color of your light display, think about which colors appear brighter.  Gold/Transparent lights are the brightest followed by red, green and finally blue.  Transparent bulbs not only look brighter, but they will not peel or chip.

4. Light-emitting diode (LED) light strings have extremely low energy use and very long lives.  Their higher cost is offset by energy savings and reduced hassle of bulb replacement.

5. Icicle lights have more lights per linear foot than regular light strands, so they use more energy.

6. Consider using floodlights for outdoor lighting.  Floodlights are available for both standard incandescent and halogen bulbs.  Halogen bulbs give more intense light and use less energy.  Buy different colors for a festive look.

7. Use mirrors and tinsel around indoor lights to increase lighting effects.

8. Turn lights off when no one is around to enjoy them.

9. Use timers or photovoltaic sensor controls on outdoor lighting.  Look for systems that turn lights on at dusk and then off automatically at a pre-selected time.  However, you should not use timers for indoor lights.  Consider a sound activated switch, which allows you to operate with the clap of your hand.  This will also save you from having to crawl under your Christmas tree.

10. Take your lights down after the holidays.

11. If you are going out of town for the holidays, save energy by turning back or shutting off your thermostat and hot water heater.

For more energy saving tips, visit the Wisconsin Public Service and EPCOR websites at www.wisconsinpublicservice.com and www.epcor.ca.  

From all of us at Pointe Coupee Electric, we would like to wish you a happy, safe, and energy efficient Holiday Season and New Year. 

