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This winter, residential heating bills are projected to increase for all fuel types compared to year-ago levels, according to forecasts released by the Energy Information Administration.

Customers who rely on electricity to heat their homes will pay more this winter, although not as much as natural gas, oil or propane users, the agency said in its most recent Short-Term Energy Outlook..


On average, households heating primarily with natural gas can expect to spend about $350 (48 percent) more this winter on fuel. Households heating primarily with heating oil can expect to pay, on average, $378 (32 percent) more this winter. Households heating primarily with propane can expect to pay, on average, $325 (30 percent) more this winter. Households heating primarily with electricity can expect, on average, to pay $38 (5 percent) more.


These averages provide a broad guide to changes from last winter, but fuel expenses for individual households are highly dependent on local weather conditions, the size and efficiency of individual homes and their heating equipment, and thermostat settings.  The recommended energy efficient thermostat setting is 68 degrees in the winter.


Prices for petroleum and natural gas will remain high due to tight international supplies of crude and hurricane-induced supply losses. Continued high crude oil prices had been expected prior to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Plus, complete recovery of energy infrastructure from hurricane damage will take many months.


As the temperature drops, many families may use portable electric space heaters to help warm their homes.  Keep in mind that space heaters are not energy efficient.  Space heaters usually cost more money to heat an entire home than central heating units.  When using space heaters only heat rooms being used and close off room not being used.  Also, consider using warm clothing and blankets to stay warmer in the winter.  

The Electrical Safety Foundation International warns that space heaters could cause fires and injuries if not used properly. Follow these few simple precautions: 
· Read the manufacturer's instruction manual before using any space heater. Check to make sure the heater bears the mark of a certified testing organization. 

· Keep space heaters at least 3 ft. away from any combustible materials such as bedding, clothing, draperies, furniture and rugs. 

· Keep space heaters away from areas with water. Check your manual to be sure the heater is intended to be used in locations such as bathrooms. 

· Don't use space heaters in rooms where children are unsupervised. Children may stick their fingers or other objects through the protective guards, causing burns or shock. 

· Avoid using an extension cord with a space heater. If you must use one, make sure it is the right wire gauge size and type for the heater. 

· Portable heaters have hot parts that can cause sparking. Do not use them in areas where flammable liquids such as gasoline or kerosene are used or stored. 

· Space heaters are meant to supply supplemental heat. Don't use them to warm bedding, cook food, dry clothing or thaw pipes. 

· Turn off the space heater and unplug it when not in use.

If you would like to do more research on energy efficiency, refer to the Energy Information Administration, an agency within the U.S. Energy Department. For more information on electrical safety, send a 60¢ stamped, self-addressed No. 10 (business size) envelope to Electrical Safety Foundation International, 1300 North 17th St., #1847, Rosslyn, VA 22209. 
Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751.

