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Purchasing an Energy Efficient home will lead to big saving in the long run.  Keep in mind that a home maybe marketed as energy efficient, when actually it really is not.  Before making this investment, look for the following basic conservation features on the home.

1. Insulation. Insulation is the most important energy saving feature on a house.  Insulation is measured in R-values.  An R-value measures a material’s resistance to heat transfer.  When considering insulation look for the R-value, not the inches of thickness. Insulation levels up to R-30 are recommended for homes in Louisiana.  A quality insulation job will have no gaps and will maintain a safe distance from heat producing sources such as lights, chimneys, and electrical fixtures.

2. Ventilation. Ventilation through windows and doors, ceiling fans, floor fans or whole house fans provide comfort and reduces the need for air conditioning.  Attic ventilation is also important.  During the summer, the heat in the attic will make the air conditioner work harder to cool the house.  Attic fans also prevent condensation from damaging the wood, insulation, paint, metal and plaster during the winter.

3. Ducts and Pipes.  Heating and air conditioning ducts and hot and cold water pipes that pass through unheated spaces should be insulated to prevent heat loss. 

4. Caulking and Weather-stripping. All windows, doors and attic doors should be weather-stripped.  Window and door frames should be caulked.  Look for electrical and plumbing connections outside of the house then check for caulking around the surrounding holes.

5. Windows. Casement and sliding windows are the most efficient window unit types.  Windows on the east and west side of the house should be shaded with trees, trellises, awnings, wide overhangs, pull shades or solar screens.

6. Heating and Cooling Systems. The best central systems have a seasonal energy efficiency rating (SEER) of 14.  Look for a system with at least a SEER of 9.  The unit should be located on the north side of the house and shaded.

7. Water Heating and Appliances.  Make sure the water heater is big enough for your family’s demands.  Also when purchasing appliances look for the Energy Star.  The higher the Energy Efficient Rating (EER) the more energy efficient the appliance will be.

If you are aware of and look for these basic conservation features, you will be rewarded with big cost savings.  If you are interested in more energy saving tips, check out the website www.leeric.lsu.edu.

Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751.

