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Money Does Grow on Trees

By: Addie Armato

Every spring many of us grab the gardening tools and head outdoors to begin the annual ritual of landscaping.  We landscape for many reasons ranging from lawn beautification to needing a good excuse to enjoy the warm weather outdoors, or how about the best excuse of all…Saving Money on Your Electric Bill!

Carefully placed trees can save a household up to 25% in energy consumption for heating and cooling.  Research provided by the U. S. Department of Energy states that the proper placement of only three trees will save an average household between $100-$250 in energy cost annually.

This spring consider planting deciduous (leaf-shedding) trees on the east and west sides of your home.  These trees will block the heat from the sunlight in the summer and allow the sunlight to warm your home during the winter.  Also planting an evergreen tree on the north side of your home will block the chilly north wind in the winter.

But before you start digging, always remember to locate all underground utility lines.  Do not dig in those areas until you have notified the utility company.  Safety should always be your number one priority.  

If you are interested in more energy saving tips, check out the website www.pioneerthinking.com.

Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call Joanie Bishop at 225-638-3751.

