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Heating Up Your Home Doesn’t Mean Burning Up Your Budget
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Did you know that $0.55 of every dollar of your electric bill is spent on heating and cooling?  Heating and cooling is the most expensive portion of your electrical bill.  However, you can reduce your electric bill with the following energy saving tips. 

For every degree you lower your thermostat during the winter you will save 3% on your electric bill.  We recommend setting your thermostat on 68( during the winter.  If 68( is too cool for your comfort, use extra clothing and blankets to keep warm.  You can use space heaters, but space heaters are not energy efficient.  When using space heaters, only heat the rooms being used and close off the rooms not being used.  An Energy Star programmable thermostat or manually setting your thermostat at a lower temperature at night or while you are at work will also reduce your heating cost.


Be sure to set up a regular maintenance schedule for your heating unit.  By changing your filters once a month and keeping the equipment clean of debris, your unit will use less energy.  Clogged coils make your unit work harder and run longer; it also reduces the life of the equipment.  Before turning your heater on each winter, have a professional service the equipment to ensure it is running efficiently and safely.   The cost to hire a professional will pay for itself in 1-3 months because your heating unit will run more efficiently.


Other money saving tips for heating your home:

· Close your curtains and shades at night to prevent heat from escaping through the windows; open them during the day to allow the natural sunlight to heat your home.

· Place a skirting around your mobile home or above ground homes to prevent the cold air from circulating around your home.

· Remember fireplaces are not energy efficient, so be sure to close the dampers after the fire is out to stop drafts.

· If your heating unit is more than 10 years old, consider replacing it with a more energy efficient unit.  Look for the Energy Star or the Energy Efficiency Ratio (EER).  The higher the EER number, the more energy efficient.

If you are interested in more energy saving tips, check out the websites www.mge.com , www.energystar.gov and www.eere.energy.gov.

Pointe Coupee Electric offers energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call Joanie Bishop at 225-638-3751.

