ELECTRIC BILLS GOING UP

Many of you are seeing the price of all energy products going up.  You are paying $4.00 per gallon for gasoline.  Natural gas is close to $13.00 per thousand cubic feet.  Oil is above $130 per barrel.  What about your electric bill?

You will see an increase in upcoming electric bills because it’s summer.  One reason  your electric bill will go up is because of your household habits.  That is, where do you set your thermostat when the temperature is 95 degrees?  How often do you need to close the outside door when the kids come in and out?  How many times a day is the refrigerator door opened?  These and other actions around your home do have a major impact on how high your bill will be.  All of these things determine how many kilowatt hours you use.  These kilowatt hours are then factored into your rate schedule, which determines your bill.  

Part of the rate schedule is the fuel cost adjustment.  This cost is a direct pass through to you.  One of the components of PCE’s bill to you is the “fuel cost adjustment” (FCA).  The FCA is the fuel our wholesale power provider uses to produce the kilowatt hours that you use to run your home.  For PCE, coal and natural gas are the main components of the FCA.  Approximately 30% of the FCA is based on natural gas.  With the price of natural gas now above $13.00 per thousand cubic feet, this has an impact on the final amount of your monthly electric bill.
Pointe Coupee Electric’s rates are the cheapest in the three parish area that we serve.  In June, a PCEMC member who used 1,000 kWh paid $96.05.  If you were on Cleco’s system, you would have paid $141.63 and if you were on Entergy’s system you would have paid $108.21.  

Why the high electric bills?  It is because of the soaring fuel cost that the generators must use to make the electricity and the hot weather that is the hallmark of our Louisiana summers.    

