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People predict the future poorly. That’s because there are so many variables beyond the knowledge and, yes, imagination of the human mind. 

In 1998, Google, Inc. was conceived in the Stanford University dorm room of two graduate students. No one predicted that by 2008, just one decade later, Google would be the Internet’s most widely accepted search engine.

Google’s incredible growth came to mind recently when I learned its founders were investing $10 million in the development of plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (another innovation not predicted 10 years ago). 

As the electric utility industry works with others to address the problem of global climate change, one thing is clear: technological innovation flowing from human creativity is virtually limitless. 

We will need the creative energy of our best engineering minds if we are to find a balanced solution that meets the nation’s growing appetite for energy while meeting industry’s obligation to help reduce greenhouse gases. 

Part of the co-op challenge is to convince elected representatives that technological innovation offers the best strategy for reaching affordable and long term solutions.  

In co-op boardrooms today, directors are taking a long, hard look at the effectiveness of energy efficiency and conservation in order to maximize the value of member service and minimize the impact outside factors are having on electric bills. Not since the energy crises of the 1970s-early 1980s have efficiency and conservation received so much attention. 
Pointe Coupee Electric and other electric cooperatives are recognized industry leaders in promoting energy efficiency to help consumer-members reduce electricity consumption and save money. Virtually all electric co-ops provide energy efficiency education to their members.
A free and open market for new ideas and new technology, unfettered by government restraints, is the best incubator for those solutions. Importantly, any proposed solution that increases rates and puts the cost of electricity out of reach for our consumer-members is unacceptable.

In the 1930s, electric co-ops demonstrated their vision for a more productive rural America by committing to delivering electricity to the very last house on the line. Their vision – and the work of those who followed in their footsteps – built a generation and distribution network that reliably serves 40 million Americans in 47 states today. 

A thimbleful of their vision will be enough to guide us through the current challenge. May we be worthy of their legacy.

Source: Straight Talk Alert, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 
If you would like more information on energy efficiency ideas, Pointe Coupee Electric can help you by providing brochures and other literature.  We also offer residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751. 

