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Most people when they hear discussions surrounding nuclear energy, they are reminded of the fear and uncertainty surrounding the 1979 accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant in Pennsylvania. But in the nearly 30 years since then, advancements in technology, safety, and security have made nuclear power an option to consider when it comes to providing a reliable and affordable supply of electricity in an environmentally responsible fashion.


Today, nuclear energy accounts for roughly 19 percent of the nation’s power supply and remains the biggest source of generation that can produce large amounts of electricity all of the time without polluting the air. With Congress as well as state and local officials looking at enacting measures aimed at curbing power plant emissions of carbon dioxide–a greenhouse gas blamed for contributing to climate change–clean nuclear power is getting a closer look by many, including electric co-ops.


 For electric co-ops, 15 percent of all power requirements are supplied by nuclear units, trailing only coal at 62 percent. But to meet increasing demand for more electricity while reducing carbon emissions, our country will need more nuclear reactors, in addition to ongoing investments in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and technologies that can curb greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Electric Power Research Institute, a non-profit utility-sponsored organization whose members include electric co-ops, predicts that 64,000 megawatts of new nuclear power generation (approximately 32 two-unit plants) will need to be available nationwide by 2030 to help lower carbon dioxide emissions to 1990 levels. This will entail significant financial investment, as well as research and development in storing and reprocessing nuclear waste. 
Many analysts believe it will take at least 10 years or more to bring a nuclear plant into service. Our nation needs to do more to speed up this process while ensuring safety. 

At Pointe Coupee Electric, we are dedicated to looking out for you, ensuring your access to reliable and affordable power. We are, with electric cooperatives across the country, engaged in a grassroots campaign called “Our Energy, Our Future: A Dialogue With America” that seeks to start a conversation with policymakers regarding critical energy questions, including advancements in nuclear power. Please visit www.ourenergy.coop to contact your elected officials and add your voice to the campaign.

Source: Straight Talk Alert, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 
If you would like more information on energy efficiency ideas, Pointe Coupee Electric can help you by providing brochures and other literature.  We also offer residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751. 

