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If you're trying to decide whether to invest in a more energy-efficient appliance or you'd like to determine your electricity loads, you may want to estimate appliance energy consumption. 

You can use this formula to estimate an appliance's energy use: 

Wattage × Hours used per day × Days used per year ÷ 1000 = Kilowatt-hour (kWh) consumption per year

For example:
Personal computer (120 Watts) and monitor (150 Watts):
(120 Watts + 150 Watts) × 4 hours per day × 365 days per year ÷ 1000 = 394 kWh/year

Then, calculate the annual cost to run an appliance by multiplying the kWh per year by your local utility's rate per kWh consumed.
394 kWh × $0.08 (current average) = $31.52 per year


You can usually find the wattage of most appliances stamped on the bottom or back of the appliance, or on its nameplate. The wattage listed is the maximum power drawn by the appliance. Since many appliances have a range of settings (hairdryers), the actual amount of power consumed depends on the setting used at any one time. 

Here are some examples of the range of nameplate wattages for various household appliances:
· Clothes washer = 350–500 Watts 

· Clothes dryer = 1800–5000 Watts 

· Dishwasher = 1200–2400 Watts (heat drying feature increases energy use) 

· Hair dryer = 1200–1875 Watts 

· Microwave oven = 750–1100 Watts 

· Personal computer 

· CPU - awake / asleep = 120 / 30 or less 

· Monitor - awake / asleep = 150 / 30 or less 

· Laptop = 50 Watts 

· Refrigerator (frost-free, 16 cubic feet) = 725 Watts 

· Televisions 

· 27" = 113 Watts 

· 36" = 133 Watts
· 53"-61" Projection = 170 Watts 

· Flat screen = 120 Watts 

· Water heater (40 gallon) = 4500–5500 Watts

Source:  U.S. Department of Energy - Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
If you would like more information on energy efficiency ideas, Pointe Coupee Electric can help you by providing brochures and other literature.  We also offer residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751. 
