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What do the children think?
By Addie Armato
A couple weeks ago, I had the opportunity to travel with our states best and brightest to Washington, D.C.  I chaperoned twenty-eight high school juniors and seniors from all over the state of Louisiana.  Each year the electric cooperatives from all over the state sponsors students to represent their area at the annual Youth Tour Rally.  
During the week long trip students get to see our government in action, they tour historical sites as well as attend appointments with their senators and representatives.  This program was begun by President Lyndon B. Johnson in order to give students from rural America the opportunity to see their nation’s capital.  

Students from Louisiana were selected based on an essay they wrote and an interviewing process.  Michael Polozola, representing Dixie Electric Membership Corporation (DEMCO) in the Baton Rouge area, wrote a winning essay about renewable energy sources.  Each month, I write about money saving tips or smart ideas to help us conserve energy.  I thought this month you might be interested to read the view point of a sixteen year old.

The Interwoven Future of Electricity and Me

 
The future of electricity is my future and diversification is the key. When preparing for the future, we must never put all our eggs in one basket. To ensure the best adaptability and security for these futures, the production of energy must become more diverse, efficient, and make the best use of renewable resources.


At the present, all of energy’s eggs are in one basket woven with fossil fuels, and it is always unwise to put all your eggs in one basket. The increased demand for electricity, rising cost of fossil fuels, and damage to the environment are constantly adding weight to the basket and will eventually crush the fragile eggs. The obvious solution would be to start putting some of the eggs in another basket woven with renewable resources. The problem with this plan is that there isn’t a basket available and we must start weaving our basket immediately before all the eggs are cracked.


The first step in fixing our problem is to start weaving our basket of renewable resources as soon as possible. The wicker used in this weaving process must not come from one source. The sources of renewable resources must be diverse to add stability to the basket. The basket will find strength in wind, solar, geothermal, hydropower, biomass, and ocean energy. Without combining these, the basket will be weak and incapable of holding the number of eggs needed to relieve the basket of fossil fuels. The process of weaving this basket is expensive and will need the financial support of the government to help protect the infant industry. The development of this industry will create many high paying jobs and add stability to an economy that depends heavily on the price of fossil fuels. The benefits of renewable energy will be a cleaner environment and eventually cheaper energy costs as fossil fuels become more expensive.


The second step in achieving our goal is to patch up our old basket to ensure that it survives until the new one is ready. This can be done by making the production of energy from fossil fuels as efficient as possible and reducing the pollution it causes. This step is very important because even when the basket woven with renewable resources is complete it would be unwise to put all of energy’s eggs in that basket.


If we use the old saying never put all your eggs in one basket, we will ensure that there is a future for both fossil fuels and energy from renewable resources. The burden of energy can be divided between the two baskets and if one basket becomes too weak the other basket can relieve it while it is being repaired. As progress continues, more and more eggs will be put in the basket woven with renewable resources due to its eventual cheaper cost, increased production and better effect on the environment. The basket woven with renewable resources will become bigger and develop into a cornucopia capable of holding more eggs, but it will still be important to keep the basket woven with fossil fuels to supplement renewable energy if necessary. This process will make the nation strong economically and ensure employment and success for many; possibly myself. America has been called many things in its history ranging from the bread basket to the melting pot and we can add cornucopia of renewable energy to this list if we start weaving it today.


As you have just read, conserving our natural resources and using our energy more wisely are topics that are very important to our youth.  These students were able to take their issues to our elected officials and discuss with them what is being done on a federal level.  So what are you doing locally?  Are you conserving energy in your own home?  Are you getting involved in legislation?    If you would like more information on energy efficiency ideas, Pointe Coupee Electric can help you by providing brochures and other literature.  We also offer residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751. 
