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Start the School Year More Energy Efficient
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It’s that time of year again; time to head back to school. Students and parents are making preparations for a new year, new teachers, new clothes and new school supplies.  How many of you have considered starting off the new school year energy efficient?  Students can make a difference in energy bills by choosing Energy Star products.  Be sure to put the following Energy Star items on your school supply list this year.
Computer Monitor-qualified computer monitors automatically power down  to 15 watts or less when not in use, saving up to 90% more energy than standard monitors.

Printer & Scanner-cut the equipment’s electricity use by more than 60%.
Qualified Energy Star scanners, printers and computer monitors undergo less wear and tear because they power down to “sleep” mode during periods of inactivity.

TV-uses about 25% less energy than standard models.

DVD Player-if all DVD players sold this year carried the Energy Star, it would mean 6 billion pounds less air pollution created by the production of electricity.

Stereo-each year, Americans spend more money to power home audio equipment when turned off than when actually in use.  Energy Star qualified consumer electronic products in the “off” position use up to 60% less energy than conventional equipment.  

Compact Refrigerators-use 20% less energy than standard models.

Cordless Phones and Answering Machines-operate on one-third the power used by standard models.

If all cordless phones, answering machines and combination units sold in this year were Energy Star, we would reduce air pollution by over 650 million pounds, the equivalent of taking over 7,000 cars off the road.

Desk Lamp-Ninety percent of the energy generated by standard light bulbs is wasted as heat, leaving only 10% to be converted into visible light.  However, light bulbs that have earned the Energy Star use two-thirds less electricity than conventional models.

Floor Lamp -typical halogen bulbs found in floor lamps can burn dangerously hot, up to 110 degrees Fahrenheit.  That’s hot enough to cook an egg!  Choose Energy Star qualified lamps, hard wired with bulbs that operate at less than 100 degrees Fahrenheit and are cool to the touch.
Light Bulbs-60 watt incandescent light bulbs burn less than 100 watt and 40 watt bulbs burn less energy than 60 watt.  Fluorescent light bulbs use about two-thirds less energy than incandescent and last up to fifteen times longer.

This year make Energy Star products part of your back to school shopping list.  It will not only benefit the environment, but also your budget.  Pointe Coupee Electric would like to wish all students, parents, teachers, bus drivers and administrative staff a happy and safe school year.  We are a proud partner of all our local schools.
If you are interested in more energy saving tips, visit the website http://www.energystar.gov.

Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751.

