April 2005


Pointe Coupee Electric Membership Corporation

Connecting People…Impacting Lives

Buying an Energy Efficient House (Part I)

By: Addie Armato

Energy efficiency should be a major consideration when purchasing a new or used home.  Energy efficient homes provide a more comfortable living environment as well as save you money on your utility bills.  Lower utility bills leave more money for monthly mortgage payments; therefore, lenders may be more willing to offer you a larger loan for an energy efficient house.

The following are some tips to verify the efficiency of the house:

1. Ask your realtor to show you the energy features.

2. Be aware of the basic conservation features for insulation, ventilation, ducts and pipes, caulking and weather-stripping, windows, heating and cooling systems, water heating and appliances.

3. Look at the previous owners past utility bills from the last couple of years. (Keep in mind these bills will also reflect the families living habits.)  If the owner does not have those records, you can have him or her ask the utility company to provide those records for you.

4. If a recent energy audit has been conducted on the house, ask to see the results.  Find out if the recommended alterations were implemented or how much it would cost to make the improvements yourself.

Keeping in mind that this is a large investment, you have the right to ask questions.  It never hurts to do your research, ask plenty of questions, take notes, make observations and have a professional inspect the home.  While energy efficient features may be only a small part of purchasing a new home, in the long run it can lead to big savings. 

Part II of this article will explain the basic conservation features to look for on the items listed above, which will be published on May 12, 2005.  Until then, if you are interested in more energy saving tips, check out the website www.leeric.lsu.edu.

Pointe Coupee Electric offers residential energy efficiency seminars for groups of eight or more.  If you would like more information about the seminars, please call the Member Services Department at 225-638-3751.

